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EDUCATION

2012 	Ph.D. in Social Work, University of South Carolina, Columbia, USA. 
Dissertation Title: Flying’ Female Sex Workers in India: Using ‘Cultural Biography’ to Understand HIV Risk Perceptions 

2002 	M.A. in Social Work, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India. 
Specialization: Family and Child Welfare
 
1998	B.A. in Political Science, L. D. Arts College, Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India. 

1999 	One Year Diploma in Primary Education, Eklavya Institute of Teacher Education, Ahmedabad, India 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Fall 2026- present	Professor, Department of Social Work
			Appalachian State University, Boone, North Carolina, USA. 

2023- 2026		Associate Professor, Department of Social Work,
Affiliate Faculty, Department of Gender, Women’s, and Sexuality Studies,
Appalachian State University, Boone, NC, USA

2018-2023 	Associate Professor, School of Social Work, Marywood University, Scranton, PA, USA

2012-2018 	Assistant Professor, School of Social Work, Marywood University, Scranton, PA, USA.

July 2016 	Visiting Professor, Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Faculty of Social Work, Gujarat, India.  

2007 – 2012 	Adjunct Instructor, College of Social Work, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC, USA. 
AWARDS & HONORS
· Council for Social Work Education Feminist Scholar Award (Nominated in 2022 & 2025)
· Michael H. Agar Lively Science Award  for the most innovative applied research article titled Ethical and Safety Issues in Doing Sex Work Research: Reflections from Field-Based Ethnographic Research in Kolkata  India (2018) by published in the journal Qualitative Health Research. 
· Fahs-Beck Doctoral Dissertation Research and Experimentation Award for my doctoral dissertation titled,  Women in Non-Brothel-Based Sex Work in India: Using ‘Cultural Biography’ to Understand Risk Perceptions” (2009)
· Doctoral Dissertation Study ranked in the top 10 of 94 submissions in ATLAS.ti IIQM Dissertation Award (2013)
· Gold Medalist,  Ranked first in the second-year B.A in Political Science exams, Gujarat University (1997)
· National Merit Scholarship, Gujarat University (1998)
· Winner, State-level Mahatma Gandhi Elocution Competition, organized by H.L Commerce College, Gujarat University (1997)
RESEARCH/SCHOLARSHIP INTERESTS
My interdisciplinary research and scholarship, informed by critical ethnographic methodologies, such as cultural biography and relational intersectionality framework, is focused on examining the interrelated global issues of HIV/AIDS, sex work, violence against women, and human trafficking impacting vulnerable populations, particularly women in sex work.
PUBLICATIONS
Peer-Reviewed Solo-Authored Book
1. Sinha, S. (2025). Risk, Stigma, and Agency: Life Histories of Women Involved in Sex Work in Kolkata, India. Palgrave MacMillan. ISBN: 978-3-031-82975-8.
Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles
*indicates collaboration with a student 
1. Sinha, S. (2026). Navigating Digital Risks: Lived Experiences and Choices of Trans Women Sex Workers in Kolkata, India. Sexuality Research & Social Policy. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13178-025-01272-8
2. Sinha, S., & Dasgupta, S. (2025). Exploring Silence, Secrecy, and Coded Language: Ethnographic Encounters with Cisgender Women and Trans Women Involved in Sex Work in Kolkata, India. Social Sciences, 14(8), 486. https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci14080486
3. Dasgupta, S., & Sinha, S. (2021). Community-Based Strategies for Harm Reduction Among Sex Workers in Kolkata, India. Sexuality Research & Social Policy. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13178-021-00588-5
4. Dasgupta, S., Sinha, S., & Roy, R. (2021). ‘We Are Helpless, Hopeless and Living in Despair’: Impact of COVID-19 on the Overall Health and Well-being, and Participation of the Transgender Community in India. The International Journal of Community and Social Development, 3(4), 372– 389. 
5. Prasad, I., & Sinha, S. (2020): The Increased Precarity of the Provisionally Hypervisible: Experiences of informal laborers during India’s pandemic lockdown. Socioscapes: International Journal of Societies, Politics, and Culture, 2(1), 37-47. http://www.socioscapes.org/index.php/sc/article/view/63
6. Sinha, S. & Prasad, I. (2020). Examining Hopes, Aspirations, and Plans of Women in Non-Brothel-Based Sex Work in Kolkata, India. Culture, Health, & Sexuality, DOI:10.1080/13691058.2020.1740793 
7. Sinha, S., Prasad, I., & Prasad, P. (2020). Dementia and the Challenges of Caregiving: A Personal Account, Economic & Political Weekly, 55(14), https://www.epw.in/engage/article/dementia-and-challenges-caregiving-personal 
8. Azhar, S., Dasgupta, S., Sinha, S., & Karandikar, S. (2020). Diversity in Sex Work in India: Challenging Stereotypes Regarding Sex Workers. Sexuality & Culture, https://doi.org/10.1007/s12119-020-09719-3 
9. Sinha, S., Shrivastava, A., & *Paradis. C. ( 2019). A Survey of the Mobile Phone-Based Interventions for Violence Prevention Among Women. Advances in Social Work, 19(2), 493- 517. DOI:  https://doi.org/10.18060/22526
10. Sinha, S. & *Paradis, C. (2017). Perceived ‘Risk’ and Reasons for Engaging in Paid Sex: A Pilot Study of Male Clients of Female Sex Workers in Kolkata, India, Journal of Behavioral & Social Sciences, 5, 29-40 
11. Sinha, S. (2017). Ethical and Safety Issues in doing sex work research: Reflections from field-based ethnographic research in Kolkata, India, Qualitative Health Research, 27(6):893-908, https://doi.org/10.1177/1049732316669338
12. Sinha, S. (2017, March 29). Sex workers and HIV/AIDS in India, Encyclopedia of Social Work. Retrieved from https://oxfordre.com/socialwork/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199975839.001.0001/acrefore-9780199975839-e-1189.
13. Sinha, S. (2015). Reasons for Women’s Entry into Sex Work: A Case Study of Kolkata, India, Sexuality & Culture, 19 (1), 216-235. 
14. Sinha, S. (2014). Flying Female Sex Workers’ Perceptions of HIV risk and NGO’s Sexual Health Outreach Projects: A Case Study of HIV prevention in Kolkata, India, Affilia: The Journal of Women in Social Work (Renamed in 2023 Affilia: The Feminist Inquiry in Social Work ). 29(2), 206-223 
15. Fram, M.S., Kim, J. & Sinha, S. (2011). Early Care and Prekindergarten Care as Influences on School Readiness, Journal of Family Issues, 20, 1-28. 
Book Reviews/Encyclopedia Articles
1. Sinha, S. (2021). Book Review: Social construction of sex work: ethnography of escort agencies in Poland: by Izabela Ślęzak, Journal of Gender Studies, 31(3), 408–409. https://doi.org/10.1080/09589236.2021.1934793
2. Sinha, S. (2016). Book Review: To Live Freely in this World: Sex Worker Activism in Africa: by Mgbako C. A. Affilia: The Journal of Women in Social Work, 32(2), 263-264. https://doi.org/10.1177/0886109916680679 
3. Sinha, S. (2013, July 09). Maathai, Wangari M. Encyclopedia of Social Work. Retrieved 13 Apr. 2020, from https://oxfordre.com/socialwork/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199975839.001.0001/acrefore 9780199975839-e-1123. 
4. Sinha, S. (2013, July 09). Suzman, Helen. Encyclopedia of Social Work. Retrieved 13 Apr. 2020, from https://oxfordre.com/socialwork/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199975839.001.0001/acrefore 9780199975839-e-1104. 
5. Sinha, S. (2013, September 03). Height, Dorothy I. Encyclopedia of Social Work. Retrieved 13 Apr. 2020, from https://oxfordre.com/socialwork/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199975839.001.0001/acrefore- 9780199975839-e-1100. 

FUNDED RESEARCH AND GRANT PROPOSALS
· Office of International Programs (OIP) Travel Award, Appalachian State University, 2025.
· Murray Research & Development Award, for the proposal titled A Qualitative Study of the Impact of Digital Technologies on the Lives of Sex Workers in Kolkata, India, Marywood University, 2020.
·  Research Initiation Grant, for the proposal titled Cell Phone–Based Applications for Violence Reduction Among “Flying” Female Sex Workers in Kolkata, India, Marywood University, 2015–2016.
·  Research Initiation Grant, for the proposal titled HIV Risk Perceptions of Male Clients of Female Sex Workers in Kolkata, India, Marywood University, 2013–2014.
· Ceny Walker Graduate Research Fellowship Award, for the doctoral dissertation research proposal titled Women in Non-Brothel-Based Sex Work in India: Using “Cultural Biography” to Understand Risk Perceptions, University of South Carolina, 2009–2010.
· Fahs-Beck Doctoral Dissertation Research and Experimentation Grant Award, for the proposal titled Women in Non-Brothel-Based Sex Work in India: Using “Cultural Biography” to Understand Risk Perceptions, 2009.
Unfunded Research Grant Proposals
· Appalachian State University AmeriCorps Survivor Link Member Program. Sub-award proposal approved at Appalachian State University and submitted to Arizona State University for funding by AmeriCorps State and National Grants. Role: Faculty Coordinator. Requested amount: $4,840. Submitted Fall 2024
· Sinha, S. (PI) & Shrivastava, A(Co-PI), A Cell Phone-App Based Intervention to Prevent Violence among Non-brothel-based Sex Workers, A Cell Phone App–Based Intervention to Prevent Violence Among Non-Brothel-Based Sex Workers. Proposal submitted to the National Institutes of Health (NIH), R03 grant mechanism. Submitted: February 16, 2016. Competitive proposal reviewed and scored; not funded.

PRESENTATIONS
Peer-Reviewed National Presentations
*indicates collaboration with a student 
1. Presenter (upcoming October, 2025). Women Living with HIV/AIDS in Kolkata, India: Implications for Disability Justice from Srishti’s Story, at the 71st Council for Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting (CSWE APM), October 23-26, at Denver, Colorado. 
2. Organizer, Chair, Presenter (2021). An international roundtable, titled  Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on South Asian Marginalized Communities at the 49th Annual Conference on South Asia, October 23rd, 2021. 
3. Invited Panelist Presenter (2022). A roundtable panel webinar, titled Social Work, Critical Feminisms, and Sex work organized by the journal Affilia: Feminist Inquiry in Social Work on February 24th, 2022.  
4. Presenter (2020). How Has the Rule of E-Governance, Using the New National 
Digital Biometric Identity Program Called Aadhaar, Impacted Sex Workers and Sex Trade in India? accepted for the Law & Society Annual Meeting, Denver, Colorado, May 28-31
5. Azhar, S., Sinha, S., Sharvari, K., & Dasgupta, S. (2019). Examining Diversity within sex work in India, a panel presentation, Society for Social Work Research (SSWR), San Francisco, California, January 16-20. 
6. Presenter (2018). Women's Perceptions of their Future within the Indian sex Industry, Council for Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting (CSWE, APM), Orlando, Florida, November 8–11. 
7. Sinha, S. & Shrivastava, A. (2018). A Case for Inter-professional Education among ICT and Social Work professionals, presented in the electronic poster session at the Council for Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting (CSWE APM), Orlando, Florida, November 8-11. 
8. Chair, Presenter (2018). Cultural biography: A Non-Stigmatizing Approach to Doing Research with Sex Workers in India: Panel Session, Power, Knowledge, and Praxis: Rethinking Methods in the Context of Vulnerability in India, 47th Annual Conference on South Asia, University of Wisconsin, Madison, October 11 –14. 
9. Invited Panelist Presenter (2017). Using “Cultural Biography” in HIV Risk-Related Research with Sex Workers in Kolkata, India. Panel session: The Politics and Practice of Sex Work Research, American Anthropological Association (AAA) Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, November 29–December 3. 
10. Presenter (2017). The Relationship between HIV Preventive Behaviors and Sex Workers’ Perceived future, 29th Ethnographic and Qualitative Research Conference (EQRC), Las Vegas, Nevada,  January 30– 31. 
11. Presenter (2017). HIV Risk Environment of Male Clients of Female Sex Workers in Kolkata, India, 20th American Association of Behavioral and Social Sciences (AABSS) Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada, January 30-31. 
12. Sinha, S, *Paradis, C. & Shrivastava, A. (2015). Cell-Phone Technology-Based Interventions for Violence Prevention, a 60-minute Interactive Workshop session, Council for Social Work Education APM, Denver, Colorado, October 15-18. 
13. Presenter (2015). Ethical & Safety Issues in doing Sex Work rEsearch: Reflections from the Field-based Ethnographic Research in Kolkata, India, 27th Ethnographic and Qualitative Research Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada, February 9 -10. 
14. Sinha, S. & *Barnes, D.(2014). Why Involve Clients of Female Sex Workers in HIV prevention Programs?, CSWE Annual Program Meeting, Tampa, Florida, October 23 – October 26. 
15. Presenter (2014). Reasons for Women's Entry into Sex Work: A Case Study of India, Society for Social Work Research (SSWR) Annual Conference, San Antonio, Texas, January 15 – 19. 
16. Presenter (2011). A Feminist Approach to “Cultural Biography” in Understanding HIV Risk Perceptions, at the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) Annual Program Meeting (APM), Atlanta, Georgia, October 27-30. 
17.  Presenter (2011). Women in Non-Brothel-Based Sex Work Speak: There is No Future, What Plans? Unsettling Feminism(s) Conference, Jane Addams College of Social Work, University of Illinois, Chicago, May 22- 24. 
18. Chair & Presenter, (2009). Women in Non-Brothel-Based Sex Work in Kolkata, India: Using “Cultural Biography” to Understand Risk Perceptions, Panel Session: Gendered Voices, Feminists, Sex Workers, and LGBT Communities, 38th Annual Conference on South Asia, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Wisconsin, October 22– 25. 
19. Invited Panelist and Presenter (2009). Risks Associated with Being Socially Perceived as a Sex Worker: Non-Brothel-Based Sex Workers in Central Kolkata, India, for the session titled “Home is Where the Heart is: Food, Shelter, and Compassion in Urban Drop-in Centers for Sex Workers” at the 69th Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Santa Fe, New Mexico, March 17 – 23
 Peer-reviewed International Conference Presentations 
1. Presenter (2013). HIV Risk Perceptions of ‘Flying’ Female sex workers in Kolkata, India, 18th Biennial International Consortium for Social Development (ICSD) Conference, Kampala, Uganda, July 15 -19. 
2. Presenter (2011). Risk perceptions of an HIV Positive Woman Residing in a Brothel of Kolkata, India: A Case Study, 6th International AIDS Society Conference (IAS) on HIV Pathogenesis, Treatment and Prevention, Rome, July 17 -20. 
Invited Book Talks, Public Lectures & Panel Discussions
1. Invited Book Talk, Department of Gender, Women, and Sexuality Studies, Appalachian State University, April 22nd  2025.
2. Invited Book Talk, Department of Social Work & Center of Women Studies, Pondicherry University, July 24th 2025
3. Invited Speaker (5th February 2019). Human Trafficking in Pennsylvania at the 1st Education Awareness Luncheons are organized by the Pennsylvania State University’s Human Development Family Studies Community Club. 
4. Discussion Panelist ( February 22, 2018), Screening and discussion on human trafficking film SOLD, hosted by the Marywood University’s social work club, Caritas. 
5. Invited Speaker (4th April 2018). Differences between Sex Work/’Prostitution’ and Human Trafficking: Implications for Social Work Practice at the 5th Annual Spring Workshop, Sponsored by the East Stroudsburg University’s (ESU) Department of Sociology, Social Work & Criminal Justice and the Marywood University Pocono MSW Program, at ESU Innovation Center. 
6. Discussion Panelist (April 12th, 2018). Public Screening for the documentary film Stopping Traffic: The Movement to End Sex Trafficking, organized by Marywood University’s Human Trafficking Awareness and Prevention Committee. 
7. Invited Speaker (August 2017). HIV Prevention among Non-brothel-based sex workers in India, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India. 
8. Invited Speaker (July 2017). HIV/AIDS and Non-brothel-based Sex Work in India, Department of Social Work, Visva-Bharati University, Sriniketan, Kolkata, India. 
9. Invited Speaker (July 2016). Cell Phone-based Applications (apps) for Violence Prevention, Faculty of Social Work, M.S. University, Baroda. 
10. Invited Speaker (July 2014). HIV Prevention Programs for Non-Brothel-Based Sex Workers in India, Faculty of Social Work, M.S. University, Baroda, India. 
11. Invited Speaker (September 26th, 2014). Human Trafficking in Pennsylvania at the Fall Field Gathering titled “Human Trafficking in Our Community: Social Work Collaboration Needed” at the Lehigh Valley MSW Program Location, organized by the School of Social Work & Administrative Studies, Marywood University. 
12. Invited Speaker (October 8th, 2013). Cultural Diversity within India: Insights for Social work Practice, at the Annual Diversity Conference organized by the Institute for Social Work Research, Education, & Consultation, Marywood University, and the BSW Program of Bloomsburg University. 
13. Organizer and Presenter (October 24, 2013) Human Trafficking: A Public Awareness Lecture, Swartz Center, Marywood University, Scranton, PA. 
14. Organizer and Panelist (November 21, 2013) Screening and Discussion of "The Price of Sex", Marywood University Media Center, November 21, 2013. 
· Event held in collaboration with the Human Trafficking Planning Committee and the MSW Scranton Weekday Student Association; attended by campus students and community members.
15. Invited Speaker (December 2013). HIV Risk Perceptions of Male Clients of Female Sex Workers in Kolkata, India, Department of Social Work, Visva-Bharati University, Sriniketan, West Bengal, India. 
16. Invited Panelist (February 2012) at the Screening of the documentary film, The Price of Sex, sponsored by the Mary Baskin Waters Lectureship Fund for Women's Human Rights, Global Issues, and Grant Writing, organized by the Women's and Gender Studies Program, University of South Carolina. 
17. Invited Speaker (December 2011). Lessons Learned About HIV Risk Perceptions of Women: A Case Study of Non-Brothel-Based Sex Workers in Kolkata, India, World AIDS Day, University of Mississippi, Oxford. 
18. Discussion Panelist (30th March 2017). Public Screening for the documentary film “Not My Life” was organized by Marywood University’s Human Trafficking Awareness and Prevention Committee. 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

HIV Prevention, Sex Work, HIV/AIDS-Related Research
· Principal Investigator (2020–present)
A Qualitative Study of the Risk and Safety Issues Experienced by Cisgender Women and Transgender People in Online Sex Work, Funded by the Murray Research and Development Award, Marywood University, Scranton, PA, USA
· Secured IRB approval for human subject research, ensuring compliance with ethical standards. 
· Collected, transcribed and thematically analyzed 18 interviews.

· Principal Investigator (2015–2020)
Using Cell Phone Technology to Reduce Violence Among ‘Flying’ Female Sex Workers in Kolkata, India, Funded by the Research Initiation Award, Marywood University, Scranton, PA, USA
· Planned and implemented a qualitative study to assess the feasibility of mobile phone-based interventions to prevent violence among mobile ('flying') female sex workers.
· Conducted data collection and managed all aspects of project implementation.
· Secured IRB approval for this study, ensuring compliance with ethical standards. 

· Principal Investigator (2013–2015)
HIV Risk Perceptions of Male Clients of Female Sex Workers and Their Motivations to Engage in Paid Sex: A Pilot Study, Funded by the Research Initiation Award, Marywood University, Scranton, PA, USA
· Designed and conducted a qualitative study in Kolkata, India, to explore HIV risk perceptions and motivations among male clients of female sex workers.
· Responsible for project planning, implementation, data collection, and management.
· Collected, transcribed and thematically analyzed 23 interviews.

· Graduate Research Assistant (2006–2007)
A Multi-Level HIV Prevention Strategy for High-Risk Youth, Funded by the National Institute of Mental Health/National Institutes of Health (NIMH/NIH), Office on AIDS, Arnold School of Public Health, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC
· Contributed to a longitudinal study evaluating small group interventions and mass media campaigns to reduce STIs and risky sexual behavior among youth.
· Conducted literature review for an ancillary study on the cost-effectiveness of HIV prevention programs for newly diagnosed HIV/AIDS cases in South Carolina.

Family Group Conferencing Model Related Research
· Graduate Research Assistant (2009–2012), Center for Child and Family Studies, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC
· Conducted data analysis and prepared evaluation reports on the effectiveness of the Family Group Conferencing model implemented in South Carolina
· Performed comprehensive literature reviews supporting the evaluation project.
Child Welfare Issues Related Research
· Graduate Research Assistant (2008), Research Consortium of Children and Family, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC
·  Collected data, transcribed audio/video recordings, coded and analyzed data for a pilot observational study on linguistic and social interactions among preschool children in childcare settings.
· Authored reports and contributed to scholarly articles based on study findings.

· Graduate Research Assistant (Summer 2006), College of Social Work, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC
· Conducted phone interviews with caregivers of youth with severe mental and emotional disorders in the Youth Net Project.
· Assisted with literature searches on mental health and practice-based evidence for youth with severe emotional and behavioral disorders.

· Graduate Research Assistant (Fall 2005–Spring 2006), College of Social Work, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC
· Conducted literature reviews and prepared grant proposals investigating administrative factors affecting child welfare worker relationships and Medicaid case management services in South Carolina.
· Developed instructional materials for SOWK 735: Advanced Practice with Organizations and Communities III: Administrative Skills.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
15+ years of university-level teaching in MSW programs in the U.S. and India, including curriculum development and international social work education.
COURSES TAUGHT

Department of Social Work, Appalachian State University, Boone, NC
August 2023 – Present
· SW5855: Program Development and Evaluation for Health and Human Services (Spring 2024, Spring 2025)
· SW5825: Leadership in Health and Human Services (Fall 2023, Fall 2024, Fall 2025, Fall 2026)
· SW5530: Sex Work & Human Trafficking (Fall 2024, Fall 2025, Fall 2026)
· SW584: Advanced Advocacy Practice (Spring 2025)

School of Social Work, Marywood University, Scranton, PA
August 2012 – May 2023
· SW504: Advanced Social Work Practice with Individuals/Families
(Fall 2013–Fall 2022)
· SW801: Social Welfare, Social Justice & Professional Legacy (Fall 2012)
· SW802: Social Policy Advocacy (Spring 2013, Spring 2014)
· SW989: Global Perspectives in Social Work Practice (included 12-day study abroad in Mumbai, India) (Spring 2017)
· SW506: Practice VI: Culmination Integrative Seminar
(Spring 2014–Spring 2019, Spring 2021)
· SW971: Ethical Issues in Social Work Practice
(Spring 2018, Summer II 2018, Spring 2021, Spring 2022)

College of Social Work, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC
May 2007 – May 2012
· Social Welfare Policy & Services (MSW) (Spring 2012, 2011; Summer 2007)
· Advanced Social Work Practice with Individuals (MSW, two sections)
(Fall 2011–Fall 2007)
· Social Welfare Problems and Policies (MSW) (Fall 2010)
· Human Behavior and Social Environment (MSW) (Summer 2007)
· Field Instructor (MSW students) (Fall 2007, Spring 2008)
CURRICULUM AND COURSE DEVELOPMENT

Sex Work & Human Trafficking: Implications for Social Work Practice
· Developed and taught at Marywood University (Spring 2023) and Appalachian State University (Fall 2024, Fall 2025).
· Adapted course content and assignments for diverse student populations and institutional contexts.
· Delivered the courses in both fully online and in-person formats.
A Global Perspective in Social Work Practice: A Study Abroad Trip to Mumbai, India
· Developed and taught this graduate-level course at Marywood University (Spring 2017).
· Currently revising the curriculum for implementation at Appalachian State University (Summer 2027).
Interactive Workshop – 2015 CSWE Annual Program Meeting
· Designed and facilitated a 60-minute interactive workshop titled A Cell Phone Technology-Based Intervention for Violence Prevention.
· Presented to helping professionals and social work scholars at the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) conference.
STUDENT SUPERVISION/MENTORSHIP

Graduate Assistant Supervision
· Leo Padgett, MSW Graduate Research Assistant, Appalachian State University, Fall 2023–Spring 2024
· Supervised research on online sex work, with a focus on the risks and safety issues faced by transgender women sex workers in Kolkata, India.
· Joanne Matalka, MSW Graduate Research Assistant, Appalachian State University, Fall-Spring 2024
· Supervised research on various forms of violence against women, with special emphasis on women sex workers living with HIV in India.

· Jennifer Mudge, MSW Graduate Research Assistant, Marywood University, Summer 2013
· Supervised literature review on the risk of HIV/AIDS among sex workers in India.

· Donald Jr. Barnes, MSW Graduate Research Assistant, Marywood University, Fall 2013-Spring 2014
· Supervised research on ethical and safety issues faced by sex workers in India and globally.
· Co-authored the conference proposal “Why Involve Clients of Female Sex Workers in HIV Prevention Programs?” accepted for presentation at the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) Annual Program Meeting, October 23–26, 2014, Tampa, Florida.

· Christiana Paradis, MSW Graduate Research Assistant, Marywood University, Fall 2014-Spring 2015
· Supervised advanced-year MSW student on research related to violence prevention among sex workers and HIV risk perception among their clients.
· Co-presented an interactive workshop presented at the 2015 CSWE Annual Program Meeting conference at Denver, Colorado. 
· Co-authored two publications accepted in the Journal of Behavioral & Social Sciences and Advances in Social Work.
· Involved in the planning committee of Human Trafficking Prevention and Awareness Committee and co-organized a campus-wide panel discussion. She is currently employed as Senior Equity Associate at Oregon State University. 

· Emily Epgar, MSW Graduate Research Assistant, Marywood University, August 2017-Spring 2018
· Supervised foundation-year MSW student on literature review exploring sex workers’ perceptions of the future and life after retirement from the sex industry.
 Independent Study Supervision
· Ms. Kimberly Strout-Kramer, MSW Candidate, Marywood University, Fall 2022
· Supervised an independent study focused on Cross-Cultural Issues in Sex Trafficking. Guided development of research skills and critical analysis of literature related to sex work and human trafficking
· Ms. Alisson Stauffer, MSW Candidate, Fall 2016, Marywood University
· Supervised an independent study on Sex Trafficking in the United States. Guided development of a comprehensive literature review and supported critical engagement with theoretical, methodological, and legal debates surrounding the issue.

 B.A. Honors Thesis/ Doctoral Thesis Supervision
· Reader, Stephanie MacPherson, B.A. Honors Thesis 
Department of Social Work, Appalachian State University, 2024
Title: “Challenges and Barriers Facing Rural Women in the United States: A Literature Review”
Successfully Defended: December 2024

· Faculty Reviewer, Tiffany Mulally, Doctoral Qualifying Paper
PhD in Health Promotion, Marywood University
Title: “The Impact of Sex Trafficking of Native American Women”
Successfully defended: September 2017

· Faculty Reader, Mark Shaffer, Doctoral Dissertation Committee Member
PhD in Human Development, Marywood University
Title: “The Experiences of African American Students at a Predominantly White Institution”
Successfully defended: May 2017 

· Faculty Reader, Meagan Mielczarek, Doctoral Dissertation Committee Member
PhD in Higher Education Administration, Marywood University
Title: “Rape Myth Acceptance Levels in Higher Education: A Quantitative Study of Faculty, Staff, and Administration at Two Religiously Affiliated Colleges Located in Northeast Pennsylvania”
Successfully defended: March 30, 2017
· Faculty Reviewer, Sneh Akruvala, Doctoral Qualifying Paper Reviewer, 
Marywood University
Title: “Healthcare, Psychological, and Socio-cultural Barriers to Exclusive Breastfeeding”
Successfully defended: November 17, 2015

· Faculty Reviewer, Matthew Hill, Doctoral Qualifying Paper Reviewer,
Marywood University
Title: “What Factors Contribute to Academic Success of Middle School Students”
Successfully defended: May 15, 2014

 External/Informal Mentorship
· Invited Consultant, Explorative Study on Dementia Care, Christ University, Bangalore, India, April 18, 2024
· Invited by a student-faculty research team to provide expert consultation on the role of wearable technology in the early detection of dementia after they reviewed my published article on dementia care in Economic and Political Weekly.
· Participated in a virtual consultation via Google Meet to support the team’s conceptual and methodological development.

SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE/PROFFESSIONAL  EXPERIENCE

· Project Coordinator, Prevention of AIDS and STDs among Sex Workers (PASAC), Kolkata, India | 2004 – 2005
· Planned, implemented, supervised, and evaluated a sexual health intervention program targeting street-based female sex workers in Central Kolkata, India.
· Project Manager, Naya Prayas, Prayas Institute of Juvenile Justice
New Delhi, India | 2002 – 2003
· Planned, implemented, supervised, and evaluated multiple community-based programs, including non-formal education, vocational training, self-help groups for women, and primary health clinics for women and children living in slums.
· Educator, Eklavya School
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India | 1998 – 2000
· Taught English and environmental science to 2nd, 4th, and 8th grade primary school students in Ahmedabad, India. 
SERVICE CONTRIBUTIONS (15+ YEAR OF EXPERIENCE)

Departmental Service, Appalachian State University, Boone, NC
· Member, MSW Admissions Committee, Fall 2023 – Present
· Reviewed 60 MSW admission applications and participated in the monthly meetings as well as deliberations on improving MSW application process and requirements for students. 
· Co-Chair, Faculty Search Committee, Fall 2025- present
· Co-Chairing search committee for Tenure Track Assistant Professor of Social Work position
· Member, Appointment, Promotion, and Tenure (APT) Committee, Fall 2023 – Present
· Reviewed adjunct faculty renewal applications and application files for tenure and promotion.
· Lead Instructor, Core MSW Courses, Fall 2023 – Present
· Provided curricular oversight, coordination, and instructional leadership for:
· SW 5855 – Program Evaluation in Health and Human Services
· SW 5825 – Leadership in Health and Human Services

Service to College, Appalachian State University, Boone, NC
· Member, Beaver College of Health Sciences (BCHS) Scholarship Committee, Fall 2023 – Present
· Reviewed and evaluated 40 student scholarship applications each year. 
· Affiliate Faculty, Gender, Women's, and Sexuality Studies (GWS), Spring 2024 – Present
· Supported interdisciplinary programming and contributed to the integration of GWS perspectives in curriculum and mentorship.
· Mentorship and support to newly appointed GWS-affiliated faculty member 

Departmental Service, Marywood University, Scranton, PA
· Lead Instructor, Core MSW Courses
· Provided curricular leadership and oversight for course design instruction, and integration of core assignments across all sections of the following courses:
· SW 504– Advanced Social Work Practice, 2014-2023
· SW 506 Culminating Integrative Practice Seminar, 2014-2023
· SW 971 – Ethical Issues in Social Work Practice, 2018-2023.
· Advisor, MSW Weekday Scranton Association, August 2013-May 2014
· Advised MSW students in organizing academic and professional development events.
· Member, Ad-hoc Committee on Global Education and Social Work Practice
· Participated in exploring and promoting international perspectives in social work curriculum and practice.
· Chair, Outcomes & Assessment Accreditation Committee, Spring 2017-2019
· Led accreditation-related assessment efforts and coordinated outcomes reporting for social work programs.
· Member, Faculty Search Committee 
· Served on search committees for Tenure Track Assistant Professor of Social Work position (Fall 2013-Spring 2014 &  Fall 2020-Spring 2021)
· Participated in reviewing applications, interviewing candidates, and contributing to final hiring recommendations.
· Member, Phi Alpha Sigma Zeta Chapter Faculty Committee, 2014 – 2021
· Supported honor society activities and academic excellence initiatives in social work. 

Service to College, Marywood University, Scranton, PA
· Member, College of Health and Human Services Faculty Development Committee, Fall 2020 – 2021
· Participated in planning and implementing faculty professional development initiatives.
· Co-Chair, College of Health and Human Services Travel Committee, 2018 – 2020
· Oversaw review and allocation of faculty travel funds for conferences and scholarly activities.
· Member, Leadership Awards Selection Committee, 2017
· Participated in selection of student recipients for university-wide leadership recognition.

Service to University, Marywood University, Scranton, PA
· Member, Rank & Tenure Committee, August 2022- May 2023
· Reviewed faculty files seeking pre-tenure review, tenure, and promotion across the university, and prepared official committee reports submitted to candidates.
· Served on the Scholarship Subcommittee to update University’s scholarship guidelines and revise review criteria to align with university standards and disciplinary expectations.
· Member, Graduate Curriculum Committee, 2014 – Fall 2020
· Reviewed proposals for graduate-level programs and make recommendations for new programs
· Approve graduate level curriculum changes proposed by each college including new programs, new courses, and any substantive modifications of current courses.
· Examining existing programs and courses to minimize duplication of course content, and review as necessary the internal program or college evaluation process, including outcomes and assessments. 
· Member, Grade Appeal Committee, Spring 2015- Spring 2016
· Served on a review panel for student academic appeals related to course grades.
· Faculty Leader, Study Abroad Program to Mumbai, India, Summer 2017
· Coordinated and led a 12-day international learning experience focused on global social issues and culturally grounded social work interventions. Facilitated cross-cultural learning and student engagement with local NGOs and academic institutions.
· Guest Lecturer, Interdisciplinary Courses (while affiliated with Marywood University):
· SW 311L – Social Work Research II, Spring 2017
· RST – Women and Religion, Fall 2018
· WST 100 – Women, Gender, Society, School of Social Transformation, Arizona State University, Spring 2018 
· Faculty Mentor, New Faculty Orientation Program, Fall 2017
· Supported onboarding of new faculty members through peer mentoring and institutional navigation.
· Volunteer, Flapjack Fest Community Event, Fall 2016
· Participated in university-sponsored community engagement initiative supporting local outreach.
SERVICE TO COMMUNITY/PROFESSIONAL ADVOCACY 

· Chair & Co-Founder, Human Trafficking Awareness and Planning Committee, Marywood University (2013 –Spring 2019)
· Chaired and coordinated seven consecutive Annual Human Trafficking Awareness Events (2014–2020), advancing public education and social justice advocacy through campus-community partnerships. 
· Events received recognition and media coverage in regional news, academic networks, and local business and outreach organizations:
· Abington Journal – Seventh Annual Human Trafficking Awareness Events
· FOX56 News – Human Trafficking Awareness
· Penn State News – Sex work and trafficking lecture
· Citizens’ Voice – Students spread awareness
· Times Leader – Awareness events at Marywood
· YouTube – Human Trafficking Awareness Coverage (video)
· The Paper Shop Blog – Community Shout-Out
· Greater Scranton Chamber of Commerce – Profile/tag mention

· University Coordinator for Northeast Pennsylvania Against (NEPA) Human Trafficking Task Force Website Integration, Marywood University (March 2019 – April 2021

· Member, Northeast Pennsylvania Against (NEPA) Human Trafficking Task Force (Fall 2019-  April 2023)
SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION/DISCIPLINE
     
 Peer Reviewer for Academic Journals:
· Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Archives of Sexual Behavior, May 2025
· Editorial Board Member, Journal of Social Work in the Global Community (JSWGC), 2015 – 2018
· Invited Text Reviewer, Social Work Treatment (Oxford University Press), 2020
· Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Human Rights and Social Work, July 2017
· Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Contemporary Asia, March 2019
· Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Global Public Health Review, April 2019
· Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Social Sciences, March 2017
· Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Culture, Health & Sexuality, December 2016
· Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Human Trafficking, May 2016
  Proposal Reviewer for Conferences
· CSWE APM Conference, Feminist Scholarship and Health Track (2014-2018; 2025
· Ethnographic & Qualitative Research Conference (EQRC), 2017
· Reviewer of 2021, 2022, 2023 CSWE Feminist Manuscript Award
Reviewer of Tenure and Promotion External Files:
·  Associate Professor, Texas Christian University, 2022
· Associate Professor, Ramapo College of New Jersey, 2023	
MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
· Consulting Editor, Affilia: Feminist Inquiry in Social Work,  May 2017 – Present
· Member, Council on the Role and Status of Women in Social Work Education, Council on Social Work Education (CSWE)
July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2023
· Editorial Board Member, Palgrave Advances in Sex Work Studies Series, 2022- present
· Member, The Sex Work Research Hub (SWRH), 2019- present 
· Member, CSWE-affiliated South Asian Social Work Educators Association


OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
· Ph.D. Representative, International Development Task Force Committee, College of Social Work. 2006-2007 
· Ex-Advisor, “Odh” Bhagirath Foundation, New Delhi, India. 2002-2004 
· Advisor & Research Consultant, Samabhabhona, a grassroots organization working for the rights of transgender people in Kolkata, India. (2020- present)
· Advisor, Women’s Resource Center, Scranton, PA, Spring 2016-2019
· Intern, Family Service Centre, Mumbai, June 2000 to April 2001
· Counseling families, conducting adoption follow-ups, making home visits, and networking with agencies to address issues related to adoption, as well as creating awareness in society.‬
· Understanding of the laws pertaining to adoption and the modus operandi of the in-country‬ and inter-country adoption of the country
· Intern, Shradhanand Mahila Ashram, Mumbai, June 2001 to March 2002)‬‬
· Family Life Education Program on “Sexuality”, for the girls of the institutions. ‬Counseling girls and women with family or individual problems.‬
· Identifying vocational training trades based on the needs expressed by the girls and providing them with career guidance.
· Volunteer, Centre for Social Justice, Ahmedabad
· Worked with the team of the Center of Social Justice in the relief camps set up post‬‬ Gujarat riots, especially the women victims of violence and rape. 
· Worked on the project “Operations of Security Legislations, such as POTA (Prevention of Terrorism Act) in Gujarat,” wherein I gained a‬ conceptual clarity of the impact of these security legislations on vulnerable groups.
· Volunteer, Abhiyan, Gujarat Earthquake (2001)
· Conducted relief and rehabilitation surveys in communities impacted by the earthquake in the rural areas of the Bhuj district. 

